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Why Inspect and Permit?

1. Regulatory requirements to protect storm 
water drainage system

2. Commonly generate pollutants of concern

3. Reduce common violations 

4. More control over point of discharge and 
quality of wastewater

5. Reinforce Best Management Practices

6. Ability to document compliance 
requirements

7. Equity for fixed facilities



Common Surfaces

•Shopping Carts
•Mat Washing
•Gas Stations
• Spill Clean Up
•Fleet Washing
•Dumpster Areas
• Sidewalks / Plazas
•Parking Garages



Shopping Carts



Mat Washing



Gas Stations



Spill Clean Up



Fleet Washing



Dumpster Areas



Sidewalks & Plazas



Parking Garages



Common Pollutants 

•Oil & Grease

•Metals (copper, lead, zinc and mercury)

• Sludges & Solids

• Volatile compounds (e.g. solvents, fuels)

• Caustics (high pH)

•Acids (low pH)

•Soaps & Surfactants



O&G and Simple Green



Solids and ?



“Earth Friendly” Solvent



Acid



Best Management Practices

• Identify all drains at the site

• Block or seal any drains or release points

• Preclean the area using dry methods, e.g. sweep

• Use less toxic cleaning products

• Maintain equipment in good working order

• Have a spill kit available

• Train employees

• Remove any debris or sediment accumulated 

during washing activities



Central San Mobile Washer Permit

•Simple one-page permit

•Authorized surfaces depending on 

pretreatment

• Annual reporting

•Activities requiring pre-approval:

•Discharge to manhole

•Engine/equipment degreasing

•Acid cleaning



Mobile Washer Discharge Permit



Mobile Washer Periodic Compliance Report



Mobile Washer Fact Sheet



Permitted Mobile Washers List 
(as of 10/25/17)



Permitted Mobile Washers List 
(continued)

27 permitted mobile washers

How many unpermitted mobile washers are in operation??



Challenges

•Operate after hours

•Often located outside of Bay Area

•Not highly regulated

•Can be a language or education gap

•High turnover in trade

• Very competitive market (lowball bidders)

• Leave little trace

• Easy business to start- buy a power washer 

at local hardware store



Questions?


