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Permits Committee –  
Report to BACWA Board 

Permits Committee Meeting on: 8/11/2020 
Executive Board Meeting Date: 8/21/2020 
Committee Chair:   Mary Lou Esparza 

Committee Request for Board Action:  None 
28 attendees by teleconference, representing 18 member agencies. 

Revised Toxicity Provisions 
o The Committee discussed the recently released draft Revised Toxicity Provisions as well as the State Water 

Board’s response to comments received on the previous December 2018 draft. Comments on this version of the 
Provisions are due August 24.  Attendees discussed potential comments to be submitted by BACWA such as 
requesting reasonable potential analysis and triggers (in lieu of numeric limits) for all dischargers, not just WWTP 
<5MGD. BACWA will prepare a draft comment letter and circulate to the committee.  

o Regional Water Board staff will be invited to the October Committee meeting to discuss how the new provisions 
will be applied in NPDES permits. 

RMP Data Collection and Accessibility 
o Melissa Foley and Adam Wong (SFEI) discussed how receiving water data is collected for the RMP program and 

ways for BACWA members and the public to access this information. 

Enterococci in SF Bay 
o SFEI released the final report from Enteorocci sampling in the deep waters of SF Bay. There were no comments 

from the Committee. Sampling results indicate that there is assimilative capacity in the Bay and it justifies setting 
NPDES permit limits using dilution credits.  The EBMUD draft permit recently released includes these credits.  

PFAS Regional Study 
o While the State Water Board issued a statewide order for PFAS monitoring at all WWTPs >1MGD, the order 

exempts POTWs in Region 2.  Instead, POTWs in our region plan to collaborate on a Regional PFAS Study, 
through BACWA and SFEI. The Committee discussed a proposed Scope of Work from SFEI for the first phase of 
such a study – proposing influent, effluent, biosolids, and RO reject monitoring at select Bay Area POTWs.  The 
first round of sampling is expected in the fourth quarter. A presentation on this topic, from the Lab Committee, 
was reviewed and is available here. 

Nutrients 
o Nutrient Discharge Reduction Studies: Information from permittees was submitted to HDR; they are compiling 

data and will contact agencies if more info is needed.  
o Nutrient Strategy Team: Committee was briefed on the July Nutrient Strategy Team meeting and an 

announcement about the next meeting, following the 8/21 BACWA Board meeting was made. 

Upcoming Permits 
September:  EBMUD, comments closed 
October: USD Old Alameda Creek, comments due 9/3, no issues noted 

Wastewater-based Epidemiology  
o Committee was briefed on 8/7 meeting with UC Berkeley, BACWA, County health agencies, and others 

interested in monitoring presence of COVID-19 in sewersheds. Agencies can email Sasha Harris-Lovett to join. 

BACWA Strategic Planning 
o BACWA ED announced that BACWA is embarking on an effort to refresh and reframe our Strategic Plan, which 

was developed in 2009. Member feedback is requested via an online survey. Agencies are also welcome to 
participate in the Strategic Planning meetings. The first of these meetings will be held via videoconference on 
Wednesday September 9, from 1-4 pm. 

Announcements 
o ELAP presentation from the 6/9 BACWA Lab  Committee meeting is available here.  
o CASA Annual Conference: Wed-Thu, 8/12-8/13 
o CWEA Annual Conference: Oct 19-23 

Next BACWA Permits Committee Meeting: October 13, 2020. 
 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/state_implementation_policy/docs/2020_toxicity_provisions.docx
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/state_implementation_policy/docs/toxicity_2018_rtc.docx
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacwa.org%2Fdocument%2Fenterococcus-background-monitoring-study-06-2020%2F&data=02%7C01%7Calinac%40lwa.com%7C6f890aab4bd74259a50508d83a83d499%7C82c116cff68c4a158363ab0d96430543%7C0%7C0%7C637323685181330571&sdata=oLXjxdWVBxWmG5mST47QG0g0vthmdyqrsanTaDqm7tM%3D&reserved=0
https://bacwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/SFEI-PFAS-Presentation-8-11-2020.pdf
mailto:sharrislovett@berkeley.edu
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbacwa.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dabb45826af7a505f03d266885%26id%3D004ee9b922%26e%3D8405ea7617&data=02%7C01%7Calinac%40lwa.com%7C43a1d3eb5bfc4c66f70a08d83a9c56c8%7C82c116cff68c4a158363ab0d96430543%7C0%7C0%7C637323790449677921&sdata=QFsi%2FQCq5BINYHTzS9mwXGcK2iNIpvyCCNt09UV%2FqTM%3D&reserved=0
https://bacwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/California-ELAP-Regulations-BACWA_06092020.pdf
https://casaweb.org/casa-virtual-annual-conference/
https://ac.cwea.org/

