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Permits Committee –  
Report to BACWA Board 

Permits Committee Meeting on: April 13, 2021  
Executive Board Meeting Date: May 21, 2021 
Committee Chair: Mary Lou Esparza, CCCSD 

Committee Request for Board Action:  None 

34 attendees by teleconference, representing approximately 20 member agencies. 
 

Committee Leadership 

o Chris Dembiczak has agreed to serve as committee chair beginning in August. The committee is recruiting 
for a new Vice-Chair. 

PFAS Regional Study 

o Laboratory analysis by SGS Axys is nearly complete for Phase 1 of the PFAS regional study. Preliminary 
results were shared with the RMP’s Emerging Contaminants Work Group on April 12th. Committee members 
requested that SFEI present Phase 1 study findings and share the draft report with the committee when it is 
completed, so that the committee can provide feedback.  

Nutrients 

o Results of the nutrient load planning implementation survey were shared with the committee.  

o The Nutrient Management Strategy document review completed by M. Connor and C. Werme is available for 
use by committee members.   

o Committee members were invited to attend the Webinar series on uncertainty in numerical model 
applications and to submit questions through BACWA staff. 

Update on Toxicity Provisions 

o BACWA has submitted revised comments on draft language for implementation of the Statewide Toxicity 
Provisions in Region 2. The proposed surveillance monitoring frequency for deep water dischargers is 
2/year, which may be performed concurrently with routine monitoring at the Instream Waste Concentration. 
BACWA has requested a reduced surveillance monitoring frequency for medium (<5 MGD) and small (<1 
MGD) deep water dischargers. 

o The toxicity provisions are expected to go into effect in the second half of 2021. The SWRCB has not yet 
submitted the provisions to the Office of Administrative Law. 

Climate Change Resiliency Survey Update 

o Shortly after the meeting, the Regional Water Board released the final Climate Change survey for Region 2 
POTWs. Responses are due July 1. BACWA will be releasing sample responses from 5 agencies soon. 

Chlorine Residual Basin Plan Amendment 

o The basin plan amendment is tentatively scheduled for adoption at the May 18th State Water Board meeting.  
BACWA continues to advocate for a blanket permit amendment to accelerate implementation of the 
amendment. 

Triennial Review 

o The 2021 triennial review of the San Francisco Bay Basin Plan will be kicking off soon. Regional Water Board 
staff are preliminarily proposing to include chronic toxicity dilution credits for shallow water dischargers, which 
may be discussed further at the June permits committee meeting.  

Next BACWA Permits Committee Meeting: June 8, 2021, 12:30 PM – Subject to change in case of conflict 
with CWEA annual meeting 

 

https://bacwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Nutrient-Planning-Implementation-Survey-012621.pdf
https://bacwa.box.com/s/piftg5cc0uf34qgjdu8oc3aekr3eir2q
https://bacwa.org/?post_type=document&p=13425&preview=true
https://bacwa.org/?post_type=document&p=13425&preview=true
https://bacwa.box.com/s/f319n0ofqiurur96cb9qsmo6vihpqvdj
https://bacwa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Climate-change-info-request-final.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/sanfranciscobay/water_issues/programs/planningtmdls/amendments/chlorinebpa.html

